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Tragic Fate In Oedipus Rex
Oedipus Rex by Sophocles is an ancient Greek play. The tragic hero, Oedipus faces circumstances that are beyond his human actions. An oracle at his birth announced that he was destined to kill his father and marry his mother. His father puts great effort so that the oracle is never fulfilled. In the end, Oedipus survives the planned murder his father arranges. When he comes of age, he becomes a hero in the country of Thebes by solving a riddle that saves the people from the sphinx. The rewards of his shrewdness are becoming crowned King and marrying Queen Jocasta. Little does he know that he killed his father and is marrying his mother, thus fulfilling the oracle. Even though this destiny had been decided long before Oedipus was born, this is still referred to as the tragedy of fate because it shows: men’s lives are decided by the gods through coincidences and character flaws; the futility of human efforts in driving the course of their lives and how people gain catharsis by surrendering to the will of the all-powerful gods.
When King Laius and Queen Jocasta learn that their child is destined to kill the father and marry his mother, their reaction is to do anything possible to ensure that such an eventuality is never fulfilled. Laius orders Jocasta to kill their son, who gives the child to a shepherd. The shepherd, however, has compassion for the child and does not kill him. Instead, he sends him off and Oedipus grows up into a fine young man, unbeknownst to his parents (Morford, Lenadorn and Sham, 386). Oedipus then comes back to fulfill the oracle as it was predicted. It shows the audience that the will of the gods is inescapable and humans cannot escape it, despite all the actions they put into it. Human actions are powerless to the will of the gods.
The play also shows how the action of the gods is all-powerful and will lead to the fulfillment of activities unfolding according to the wish of the gods. This is achieved by coincidences in the lay which lead to the oracle coming to fulfillment. It is a wonder that Jocasta sends an executioner to kill her son, and the shepherd decides to spare the life of the child (378). This shows the action of the gods because the shepherd spares a life, and gave the child to a family where he would be nurtured. Still, in the future, Laius goes on a journey only to meet with and be killed by his son. The gods inflict the land with the plague thus driving Laius away, and ensuring that he meets his death at the hands of his son. Thus, the gods are all-powerful and can drive circumstances in ways that will ensure that their oracle is fulfilled.
Still, Oedipus fulfills the oracle because of a flaw in his character. Oedipus is full of pride and is also stubborn. He flees from Corinth after he heard the oracle. He does not know that King Polybus and Queen Merope are his adoptive parents. He runs away to prevent the oracle from fulfilling on them. However, on the way, he meets with a caravan that asks him to stand aside, since they were carrying the King, Laius. Out of stubbornness, he refuses to get out of the war. A scuffle ensues and Oedipus kills everyone that is in the entourage, including his biological father. It is also in pride that when he arrives in Thebes, he accepts the offer to be King (400). He also agrees to marry the queen, even though she is much older than he. Oedipus's tragic flaw which is his pride also renders him powerless in evading fulfilling the oracle and leads him to kill his father and marry his mother.
Oedipus Rex is also a tragedy of fate because it culminates in major peripeteia for the tragic hero. Oedipus has had the good fortune of always having a good life. He is of noble birth. When his father asks that he be killed, he is lucky enough to be adopted by the King and Queen of Corinth. He grows up as a Prince, he is also an impeccable warrior and wise. He can solve the riddle of the Sphinx. In the new land of Thebes, he then gets appointed to be the King and weds the widowed queen. Oedipus has a favored life of nobility for most of his life. However, when it is revealed that he has fulfilled the oracle, his fortunes reverse. His wife/mother, Jocasta, commits suicide. He gorges his eyes and goes to live in the wilderness, having exiled himself (403). He becomes a poor blind man, from a prince and, a king, who had been noble all his life. His life is, therefore, a tragedy of his decided fate that befalls him.
The life of Kind Oedipus is not his own life entirely. It was a life that had been decided for him by the gods. It is a tragedy of fate because many characters, including Kind Oedipus, have tried to escape the destiny of the oracle, but in the end, it was fulfilled. One cannot escape the gods' will, and the audience experience catharses only after the characters have surrendered to the all-powerful will of the gods.
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